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THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA 

HELD FEBRUARY 22, 2021 AT 7:00 P.M. 
AT THE BENSON CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

599 SOUTH DRAGOON STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA            
      

CALL TO ORDER:    
    

Mayor Konrad called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.       
    

ROLL CALL:   
 

Present were:  Mayor Joe A. Konrad, Vice Mayor Larry Dempster (via phone), Councilmembers: Pat Boyle,        
Lupe Diaz, Toney D. King Sr., Nick Maldonado, and Barbara Nunn.   
  

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION:  None 
                                                                                                         
PROCLAMATION:  None 
              
CITY MANAGER’S SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS REPORT:   
 

City Manager Vicki Vivian addressed Council, giving the dates of upcoming meetings and events. 
 
Monday, March 8, 2021  –  City Council Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Benson Council Chambers 

         
NEW BUSINESS: 

 
1. Discussion and possible action on the Consent Agenda   

 
Discussion and possible action on the Consent Agenda:  
1a. Minutes of the February 8, 2021 Worksession 
1b. Minutes of the February 8, 2021 Regular Meeting 
1c.  Invoices processed for the period from January 28, 2021 through February 10, 2021 
 
Councilmember Maldonado moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Councilmember Nunn.  Motion 
passed 7-0. 
 

2. Discussion and possible action regarding Ordinance 607 of the Mayor and Council of the City of Benson, 
Arizona amending the Benson City Code, Chapter 10 “Offenses”, Article 10-1 “Offenses” by adopting a new 
section relating to the regulation of marijuana in public and upon public property; establishing an effective 
date; and declaring an emergency 
 
City Manager Vicki Vivian stated Ordinance 607 of the Mayor and City Council of the City of Benson, Arizona 
will adopt a new section, “Section 10-1-11 Marijuana” into the Benson City Code.  This new section will prohibit 
the possession, smoking, consumption, and other marijuana-related activities while in a public place or open space 
and prohibits these same activities from occurring on property owned or otherwise controlled by the City.  
Ordinance 607 further states that the newly adopted Section 10-1-11 Marijuana will be effective immediately.  

Ms. Vivian then acknowledged Planning Technician/GIS Michelle Johnson’s presence and availability to answer 
questions via telephone. 
 
Councilmember Diaz moved to adopt Ordinance 607 with an amendment, suggesting the removal of possession of 
marijuana, reasoning alcohol ordinances that do not prohibit the possession of alcohol in public and open spaces if 
it is unopened.  Councilmember Diaz questioned how marijuana could be legally transported from the dispensary 
to private home if possession is outlawed with Councilmember Nunn asking for Police Chief Paul Moncada’s 
opinion.  As Council waited for Chief Moncada to approach the dais, Mayor Konrad mentioned when this topic was 
discussed at a prior worksession, he brought the City’s Drug Free Workplace policy to attention stating he believes 
it sends the wrong message to employees if Council were to allow the public to possess marijuana on City property.  
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Councilmember Diaz repeated his question to which Chief Moncada responded the ordinance allows the City to 
define places not specified by State law which forbids the consumption and use of recreational marijuana in public 
spaces.  Chief Moncada explained it could be expanded to specifically include City parks, parking lots, Council 
Chambers and the Recreational Center.  Chief Moncada pointed out possession of recreational marijuana in 
prohibited areas would be a petty offense with Ms. Johnson interjecting it is mandated by the State.  Chief Moncada 
shared his belief that Benson Police would use good judgement and common sense when enforcing the law so as to 
avoid unnecessarily fining individuals transporting it from the dispensary to private locations. 
 
Councilmember Maldonado asked if alcohol was required to be concealed in a bag after purchase; Chief Moncada 
clarified it is a violation if the container is open.   Councilmember Maldonado expressed the possession of marijuana 
should be handled similarly during transport. 
 
Councilmember Diaz stated he wanted to be certain the policy was clear.  Mayor Konrad asked Councilmember 
Diaz if he would like to restate his motion.  Councilmember Diaz confirmed and moved to accept Ordinance 607 
striking possession.  Mayor Konrad reminded Council that per State law, Prop 207 contains the same language 
proposed in the City ordinance, prohibiting possession in public and open spaces which was confirmed by Ms. 
Johnson.  Mayor Konrad went on to explain in addition to the language contained in Prop 207, Ordinance 607 adds 
City property.  
 
Councilmember Diaz changed his original motion and moved to approve Ordinance 607 as written.  Seconded by 
Councilmember Maldonado.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 
3. Discussion and possible action regarding Resolution 4-2021 of the Mayor and Council of the City of Benson, 

Arizona declaring as public records certain documents entitled “Benson City Code - Chapter 9 Health and 
Sanitation - Article 9-5 Marijuana” and “NFPA 1: Fire Code 2021 Edition - Chapter 38 Cannabis Growing, 
Processing or Extraction Facilities”  

 
City Manager Vicki Vivian stated to adopt a proposed Code change, Council must adopt the change by an ordinance, 
which must be published.  However, there is a provision that enables a City to adopt the provisions of a code “by 
reference” saving on publication costs.  In order to do this, the Council must adopt a resolution declaring such 
provisions as a public record; three copies must be filed in the office of the City Clerk and kept available for public 
use and inspection.  Ms. Vivian stated the ordinance can then be acted on and if approved, must be published in full 
and will notify the public of a City Code change.  Resolution 4-2021 of the Mayor and City Council of the City of 
Benson, Arizona will make both the Benson City Code amendment to Chapter 9 Health and Sanitation, Article 9-5 
Marijuana and the NFPA 1 Fire Code 2021 Edition, Chapter 38 Cannabis Growing, Processing or Extraction 
Facilities public records.   

 
Ms. Vivian stated agenda items # 3 (this Resolution) and 4 (Ordinance 608) should be discussed and considered by 
Mayor and Council at the same time in order to incorporate any changes or modifications to Benson City Code 
Chapter 9 Health and Sanitation, Article 9-5 Marijuana and NFPA 1 Fire Code 2021 Edition, Chapter 38 Cannabis 
Growing, Processing or Extraction Facilities as part of the public record.  Ms. Vivian stated Mayor and Council 
should adopt Resolution 4-2021 to be inclusive of any Supplemental Corrections and any other conditions or 
modifications imposed by City Council. This may be accomplished by: 

 
Ms. Vivian stated approving Resolution 4-2021, declaring both Benson City Code Chapter 9 Health and Sanitation, 
Article 9-5 Marijuana and NFPA 1 Fire Code 2021 Edition, Chapter 38 Cannabis Growing, Processing or Extraction 
Facilities to be a public record as updated to include the following: 

  
• Incorporating any additional conditions or modifications proposed by Mayor and Council  

 
ALTERNATIVELY, Mayor and Council may make motions on individual proposed changes to either the Benson 
City Code Chapter 9 Health and Sanitation, Article 9-5 Marijuana or NFPA 1 Fire Code 2021 Edition, Chapter 38 
Cannabis Growing, Processing or Extraction Facilities, and once it has approved all updates to the document, then 
Approve Resolution 4-2021 declaring the Benson City Code Chapter 9 Health and Sanitation, Article 9-5 Marijuana 
or NFPA 1 Fire Code 2021 Edition, Chapter 38 Cannabis Growing, Processing or Extraction Facilities as updated 
by Mayor and Council to be a public record. 
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After the language in the proposed amendment to the Benson City Code is finalized, Mayor and Council can then 
consider whether to adopt that language as a change to the City Code. 
 
Ms. Vivian further explained Council is welcome to discuss potential changes and make a motion to incorporate 
them or have a discussion on different sections/individual components, vote on those changes then vote to approve 
the Resolution incorporating those changes as updated by their vote. 
 
Mayor Konrad asked Ms. Johnson for her insight.  Ms. Johnson informed Council they were adopting the 
prohibition of the adult use recreational marijuana establishments as well as adopting facilities design construction 
code standards adding there will be continued Prop 207 worksessions to consider and put standards into place; the 
Resolution at hand is a starting point.    
 
Councilman Boyle asked if the material in the proposed Resolution was devised by the City’s Planning and Zoning 
Department or if it was comprised of regulations incorporated by other cities with Ms. Johnson stating it was a 
conglomeration of both, elaborating the League of Arizona Cities and Towns developed an outline and some of the 
standards had been proposed at the Prop 207 worksessions.  Ms. Johnson also stated some of the wording and 
definitions were developed by the League and at Prop 207 worksessions.   
 
Councilmember King asked if Council should consider agenda items three and four together when making a motion 
to approve, or if they are separate.  Ms. Johnson stated they are separate and explained Council could make changes 
to the document before declaring it a public record (item 3) and the next item (item 4) was to adopt the modified 
version, declaring the document inclusive of changes as a public record. 
 
Ms. Vivian asked Ms. Johnson if the redline version is the NFPA’s (National Fire Protection Association) chapter 
and if there were any amendments made to it with Ms. Johnson confirmed it is the NFPA’s chapter and no 
amendments were made.  

Councilmember Boyle asked if the codes in regard to carbon dioxide enrichment equipment and gas detection 
systems were City codes or NFPA codes with  Ms. Johnson stating they are NFPA codes.  Councilmember Boyle 
then questioned if other facilities in the state using the same data and equipment to meet requirements with Ms. 
Johnson stating they are adding the City is currently using the 2015 version of the IBC (International Building 
Code) and in the newer versions, which the City will be adopting, the codes have specific chapters for oil processing 
facilities including cannabis.   
 
Councilmember Diaz asked if Section 9-5-4 could be amended should Council elect to approve recreational 
marijuana facilities in Benson with Ms. Johnson confirmed it could be. 

 
Mayor Konrad moved to adopt Resolution 4-2021 with the amendment Section 9-5-4 states marijuana facilities 
defined in ARS 36-2850 as marijuana establishments including dual license facilities or testing facilities are allowed 
within the City of Benson.  Ms. Johnson asked Mayor Konrad if he would like to move to allow said establishments 
without standards put in place to regulate them.  Ms. Johnson explained the reserve sections would be discussed at 
the upcoming worksession where Council could determine if they would like to allow establishments with standards 
in place.  Ms. Vivian advised Council could make changes to the document, pass it as a declared public record, but 
not adopt the Ordinance actually adopting the regulation.  Mayor Konrad asked if by proceeding in that manner, 
some future work could be eliminated with Ms. Johnson stating it would not to which Mayor Konrad replied his 
motion stands as stated.  There was no second on the motion; Mayor Konrad declared the motion dead.   
 
Councilmember Nunn stated her opposition to recreational marijuana and asked if she was locked into allowing 
recreational marijuana by the motion made by Mayor Konrad with Ms. Johnson stating recreational marijuana is 
presently prohibited in the document adding the conversation for allowing recreational marijuana could continue in 
the future and the document could be altered once standards have been written.   Ms. Vivian interjected it would 
not go into effect unless the Ordinance was adopted.  Ms. Johnson reiterated the document could be declared a 
public record and if the Ordinance was adopted, it would prohibit marijuana establishments to afford Council time 
to continue discussions to allow establishments in the future once there are standards to regulate facilities.  Ms. 
Vivian added the document could be changed and passed with the amendment at which time it would become a 
public document and if Ordinance 608 was not adopted, it would simply remain a public document adding this 
option would not lock Council into a decision; however, it could provide Staff with direction.  Ms. Vivian further 
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explained once the Ordinance to approve the public document is presented, Council could vote against adopting the 
record.  Ms. Johnson agreed, adding the City would be open to accepting applications for establishments.  City 
Attorney Paul Loucks clarified, stating Prop 207 recognizes marijuana facilities as legal in the State of Arizona and 
in order to prohibit the use of marijuana products on City property or a facility within the jurisdiction, an Ordinance 
would have to be enacted adding if no action were taken at the meeting, facilities would automatically be considered 
legal in Benson.  Mr. Loucks described the process explaining State law requires any change to city code adopted 
by Mayor and Council must be published and the Resolution currently on the table is the precursor to adopting the 
Ordinance.  
 
After receiving questions from Councilmembers Boyle, King and Maldonado to clear up confusion, Mr. Loucks 
advised Council recreational marijuana establishments are presently legal within the City, but they have the choice 
to prohibit them by adopting the Resolution and the Ordinance.  Councilmember King asked if Ms. Johnson would 
still be presenting Council with options at a future meeting if the Resolution and Ordinance were adopted with  Ms. 
Johnson stating she would be presenting some proposed regulations in order for Council to determine if they would 
like to allow recreational establishments under the same guidelines medical marijuana would follow.  Mr. Loucks 
added the proposed adoption of an overlay district would be addressed at a Planning and Zoning meeting in March 
that would define the places in which marijuana establishments could be located which would apply to both medical 
and recreational marijuana.  Ms. Johnson reminded Council they could still prohibit recreational establishments if 
desired; it did not have to apply to both.   
 
Mayor Konrad asked if in theory a facility could currently open wherever they please within Benson’s business 
district with Ms. Johnson affirming.  Mr. Loucks added it could occur with no additional building code requirements 
or zoning requirements.  Councilmember King asked if facilities could open in this manner regardless of the 
Resolution to which Ms. Johnson replied they could not.  Mayor Konrad and Ms. Johnson repeated if the Resolution 
passes as written, it prohibits facilities from opening in Benson for the time being so that Council may consider the 
matter further and decide whether or not they want the prohibition to stand.  However, if the next Ordinance (608) 
is not passed, a recreational marijuana establishment could open in Benson and the City would have no legal 
prohibition in place to prevent them from doing so. 
 
Mayor Konrad asked if Council could consider Ordinance 608 without acting on the Resolution first.  Mr. Loucks 
stated they could; however, it is a more complicated process.  Mayor Konrad commented about the immense amount 
of work Ms. Johnson had put into researching and planning for Prop 207, stating he did not want it to duplicate her 
workload and Benson is already behind in the process comparatively.  Ms. Johnson remarked Council and Staff are 
moving forward in the correct direction and by adopting the document as written and adopting the next ordinance, 
it would allow more time to create standards.  
 
Councilmember King asked when Prop 207 worksession would resume with Ms. Johnson stating the next 
worksession would be on March 8.  Councilmember King asked if additional verbiage would be created with Ms. 
Johnson stating the verbiage had already been created and is being refined by the Planning and Zoning Commission 
and Council should have a fairly solid document by the date of the next worksession.   
 
Councilmember Maldonado made a motion to adopt Resolution 4-2021 as written.  Seconded by Councilmember 
Boyle.  Motion passed 7-0.  

 
4. Discussion and possible action regarding Ordinance 608 of the Mayor and Council of the City of Benson, 

Arizona relating to marijuana facilities; amending Benson City Code, Chapter 9 “Health and Safety” by 
adopting a new article “Benson City Code, Chapter 9 Health and Safety, Article 9-5 Marijuana”; establishing 
an effective date and declaring an emergency 

 
City Manager Vicki Vivian stated if approved, Ordinance 608 of the Mayor and City Council of the City of Benson, 
Arizona will adopt a new article into the Benson City Code regarding marijuana within Benson City limits.  
Specifically, Ordinance 608 will prohibit recreational marijuana establishments and testing facilities, including dual 
licensees, as defined by state statute in A.R.S. § 36-2850, from operating within Benson city limits. Ordinance 608 
also enacts minimum standards for the structure of all marijuana facilities (as that term is defined). 

 
Ms. Vivian stated as noted in the previous item, any change to the City Code must be adopted by an ordinance, 
which must be published in accordance with State law requirements.  However, when a change to the City Code is 
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quite lengthy, there is a provision that enables a City to adopt the provision of a code or a public record without 
setting forth such provisions in the ordinance, enacting the provisions “by reference”.  Ms. Vivian stated the 
previous item presented to Council, Resolution 4-2021, declared the documents, ““Benson City Code, Chapter 9 
Health and Safety, Article 9-5 Marijuana”, and “NFPA 1: Fire Code, 2021 Edition, Chapter 38 Cannabis Growing, 
Processing or Extraction Facilities” as public records.  Ms. Vivian stated Council may now adopt Ordinance 608, 
which will enact the City Code change.  Ordinance 608 further states that the newly adopted Article 9-5 Marijuana 
will be effective immediately. 
 
Councilmember King asked if this would only allow for dual licensing.  Mr. Loucks said it would not and all 
recreational and medical marijuana would be prohibited if the Ordinance is adopted.  Ms. Johnson corrected Mr. 
Loucks stating medical marijuana establishments would not be prohibited.  Councilmember King expressed concern 
for the increased risk of house fires as a result of cultivating marijuana at private residences if marijuana 
establishments were not permitted to sell product in Benson.  Ms. Johnson mentioned citizens are already permitted 
to grow marijuana at private residences and the City could not prohibit it.  Councilmember King restated his thought, 
asking if Ms. Johnson believed there would be increased danger of housefires.  She replied she did not know. 
 
Councilmember Boyle made a motion to adopt Ordinance 608.  Councilmember Nunn seconded the motion.  Mayor 
Konrad asked for further discussion. 
 
Councilmember Diaz asked if the Ordinance would still be subject to change if adopted with Ms. Johnson confirmed 
it would be and they would be discussing it at the worksession on March 8.  Councilmember King asked if it is a 
public document with Mayor Konrad stating it is an actual Ordinance with Mr. Loucks adding it is to adopt the 
Ordinance.  
 
Mayor Konrad stated he is of the opinion that banning the establishment of any legally permitted business venture 
is the definition of government overreach adding he shared his belief that the mission of local government is to 
provide public safety and essential services and in no way would the establishment of marijuana facilities jeopardize 
public safety, nor would it inhibit Council’s ability to deliver those services.  Mayor Konrad went on to remind 
Council the prohibition of recreational marijuana establishments does not eliminate the possession or consumption 
of marijuana in Benson nor does it ban cultivation or the processing of marijuana into edible products in private 
residences; however, Council does have the ability to regulate where marijuana is sold, processed, or commercially 
cultivated as well as prohibiting consumption on City owned properties.  Mayor Konrad continued, stating that 
while the revenue generated by the sale of marijuana may be minimal, he believes any revenue generated is 
significant given the situation the City has been in for the past 10 years.  Mayor Konrad concluded stating his 
personal choice is to refrain from using tobacco products and he openly discourages others from doing so; they are 
a known health hazard yet are legal and sold in nearly every store in Benson, the only restriction being the age of 
the buyer.     
 
At this time, Councilmember King requested to read an excerpt from an email written to Council by a citizen: The 
most pressing, and obvious, question that raises concerns has a weighted point: What does a recreational/medicinal 
store mean for our small town?  And the truth is, in the citizens opinion, it will provide an unprecedented opportunity 
to collect data like never before. Cannabis has always been here. The difference now is prop 207 will offer a sense 
of control we never before had. We now have the ability to create identifiable locations. Locations which can be 
easy for law enforcement to monitor with the utmost security, and away from alleyways, parks, and other discreet 
places. It would be a negligible oversight to lose the opportunity to gain the knowledge of distribution of marijuana-
derived substances. The specific designation of a local establishment that both civilian and law enforcement 
personnel can easily identify, is a safe option.  I feel, keeping a separate storefront for medicinal and recreational 
will help keep them even easier to monitor and differentiate users as well as better control potential congestive 
roadway hazards. In cooperating with our local authorities, our “plain view” approach exemplifies that we have no 
intention of allowing unlawful practices to occur in our town and reduces the chances of it getting in the wrong 
hands. We hinder ourselves if we keep this sale to confined hidden storefronts, (which now can very easily be 
residence) inaccessible parking, or any other compromising safety concerns. 
 
Councilmember Nunn informed those present she lost her daughter to a driver under the influence of alcohol and 
marijuana and by allowing recreational marijuana establishments it provides another way to get it, potentially 
increasing the number of drivers under the influence. 
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Councilmember Boyle expressed his objection to a recreational marijuana facility, stating it lends the impression 
that marijuana use is acceptable to the youth of Benson. 
 
Councilmember Diaz asked what the outcome would be if the Ordinance did not pass with Ms. Johnson stating a 
recreational marijuana establishment could be opened using the conditional use process through the Planning and 
Zoning Commission; it would not go through Council and there would be no specific regulations for that 
establishment.  Councilmember Diaz asked if establishments could also be grandfathered in if the Ordinance were 
not passed with Ms. Johnson stating they could. Councilmember King asked if an establishment would need to have 
a permit before opening with Mayor Konrad stating they would need a State-issued permit. 
 
Councilmember Dempster asked if the County were going through the same type of deliberations with Ms. Johnson 
stating all jurisdictions are going through them and some have already completed their deliberations added Cochise 
County has completed some standards for medical marijuana establishments that would in turn apply to recreational 
marijuana establishments under a county special use permit.  Councilmember Dempster pointed out there are areas 
where the jurisdiction is broken up between City/County and expressed concern that potential establishments may 
take advantage of that and locate within the County, essentially falling within the City, although perhaps not 
necessarily within City jurisdiction.  Ms. Johnson agreed it was a possibility if utilities were available, but the 
likelihood was probably not very high.   
 
 Ms. Johnson repeated that by adopting the Ordinance, recreational establishments would be prohibited, but Council 
would have another opportunity to discuss prohibition and standards including where they would prefer to allow 
both recreational and medical establishments to locate at a future meeting.  Councilmember Dempster asked if 
Council could be provided with County rules for reference at said meeting with Ms. Johnson confirming she would 
attempt to obtain those rules. 
 
Councilmember King stated he shares Councilmember Dempster’s concern that potential establishments may 
locate just outside of City limits.  Councilmember Maldonado reiterated if the Ordinance is not adopted, an 
establishment could open without restrictions or regulations with Ms. Johnson agreeing and adding adopting the 
Ordinance could buy Council time.  Councilmember Dempster mentioned he believes adopting the Ordinance is 
the right thing to do and perhaps the County would be influenced by Council’s decision. 
 

Councilmember Diaz requested the motion be restated.  Mayor Konrad stated the motion was made to adopt 
Ordinance 608, seconded by Councilmember Nunn.  Motion passed 6-1 with Mayor Konrad voting nay.  
                    

5. Discussion and possible action regarding the termination of the Agreement for Magistrate Services between 
Bruce Staggs and the City of Benson   
 
City Manager Vicki Vivian stated the County is currently drafting a new court consolidation agreement as the 
existing agreement is scheduled to terminate on June 30, 2021.  While that contract is not up for discussion at this 
time, terminating the Magistrate agreement would allow the Council to consider both contracts to be in effect for 
the upcoming fiscal year.   Ms. Vivian stated the current Magistrate agreement does not have a termination date, 
but either party may, for any or no reason, terminate the agreement by giving a 120-day written notice to the other 
party.  It should also be noted that our City Code (which could be updated in conjunction with a new agreement) 
reads: Section 3-2-6 Magistrate 

A.  The city magistrate shall be the presiding officer of the magistrate's court and shall perform those functions 
necessary to maintenance of the magistrate's court as provided by state statute. 

B.  The city magistrate shall serve a two-year term of office. 

C.  Upon appointment, the city council shall set the magistrate’s salary for the two-year term of office. 
 

Ms. Vivian stated she spoke to Judge Staggs and notified him verbally of this possible action.  He had no comments 
for Council, other than to request being part of the new agreement discussions, which will be at a future Council 
meeting.  Ms. Vivian stated when that occurs, the agenda will also notice the possibility of updating the City Code 
to reflect Council’s decision adding should Council choose to terminate this agreement, Ms. Vivian would ask that 
the motion include a termination date of June 30, 2021. 
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Mayor Konrad stated for the record he had been asked if this action was a result of any wrongdoing by Judge Staggs 
and the answer is emphatically no adding it is a procedural move to facilitate two contracts coming up and is no 
reflection of the Judge’s performance. 
 
Councilmember King noted the County is also contemplating their contract.  Mayor Konrad noted that it is not up 
for discussion on this agenda item.  Ms. Vivian commented the agreement would be coming to council with the 
budget worksession and a draft. 
  
Councilmember Boyle asked if this item were a housekeeping issue and if Council approved the June 30 termination 
Council could both agreements start together with Ms. Vivian confirmed both agreements would begin July 1 in the 
upcoming fiscal year. 
 
Councilmember Boyle moved to approve the termination of the current magistrate agreement effective June 30, 
2021.  Seconded by Councilmember King.  Motion passed 7-0.    

 
6. Discussion during and/or after presentation by City Staff of City Finances, with emphasis on December 

31, 2020 financial results and the City’s financial position at the end December 31, 2020.  All revenues and 
expenses of the City may be discussed 

 
Finance Manager Michelle Ziatz presented Council with an overview comparing Fiscal Year 2020 to Fiscal Year 
2021.  She reported as of December, 50% of the budget has passed.  Year-to-date General Funds revenue reflects an 
increase of $109,426 from Fiscal Year 2020.  Ms. Ziatz stated without the cash carry forward budget, the revenues 
collected are 60% adding there is a decrease of $11,758 in General Fund expenditures YTD.  Ms. Ziatz stated when 
transfer outs and contingency reserve are subtracted out, 40% of the budget has been expended as compared to the 
50% target adding the General Fund net position has increased from last year by $121,184.  Ms. Ziatz stated the 
Enterprise Funds revenues reflects an increase of $99,180 (as corrected by Councilmember King) and a decrease in 
expenditures of $90,458.  Ms. Ziatz stated the net position of Enterprise Funds shows an increase of $189,638.  In 
closing, at this time the City of Benson continues to be on track with projected revenue collection in addition to 
keeping expenditures low halfway through the fiscal year.  Ms. Ziatz stated the finance department will continue to 
monitor the budget.   

Mayor Konrad asked Ms. Ziatz if she could specify which Enterprise Fund did better than the others with Ms. Ziatz 
explaining they were all combined, but she could provide a more itemized report which would be emailed to 
Council. 

Councilmember King thanked Ms. Vivian and Staff for keeping expenditures down and monitoring the budget.      

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03 (A)(3) & (7), for discussion or consultation for legal advice 
with the attorney or attorneys of the public body and discussions or consultations with the Mayor and Council’s 
designated representatives to consider its position and possibly instruct its representatives regarding negotiations for the 
purchase, sale, lease, or exchange of city-owned real property. 
 

Mayor Konrad moved to enter into an Executive Session with the Mayor and Council, the City Manager, and the 
City Attorney at 8:03 p.m.  Seconded by Councilmember Boyle.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
Council reconvened at 8:20 p.m.   
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:  Written Department Reports will be provided to Councilmembers as part of the Council 
packet monthly, discussion and direction to Staff, if any, may ensue. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  

 
Councilmember Maldonado moved to adjourn at 8:21 p.m.  Seconded by Councilmember King.  Motion passed 7-
0. 
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____________________________ 
        Joe A. Konrad, Mayor 
 ATTEST: 
   

____________________________   
 Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk 
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